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I begin by apologizing for any mistake / omission from the translation. I would love to
hear about them at the above email address. I am no authority on Gurbani or Japuji
Sahib, this work follows from my love for the same.

<>
siq nwmu

krqw purKu
inrBau
inrvYru

Akwl mUriq
AjUnI
sYBM

gur pRswid ]

There is just ONE God.
Only His name is the truth.

He is the creator being.
He is not afraid of anyone.

He does not have enmity towards anyone.
He is timeless.

He is free from the cycle of birth and death.
He has created Himself.

He can only be attained through the True Guru.
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jpu ]

Awid scu jugwid scu ]
hY BI scu nwnk hosI BI scu ]1]

socY soic n hoveI
jy socI lK vwr ]
cupY cup n hoveI

jy lwie rhw ilv qwr ]
BuiKAw BuK n auqrI
jy bMnw purIAw Bwr ]

shs isAwxpw lK hoih
q iek n clY nwil ]
ikv sicAwrw hoeIAY
ikv kUVY qutY pwil ]
hukim rjweI clxw

nwnk iliKAw nwil ]1]

Worship…

…the Creator Being, Who has been the Truth since inception, Who alone
has remained the Truth through the four ages, Who is still the Truth, and
Guru Nanak says, Who will remain the Truth for the time to come.

• Purity of mind cannot be achieved even by purifying oneself lakhs of
time.

• Peace of mind cannot be created merely by sitting alone and closing
the eyes.

• Our Thirst cannot be satisfied, even if all the world’s treasures lay at
you feet.

• Even if we have a million Virtues, not one will help us in the hour of
need.

If this is so, then how can we get purity and peace of mind, satisfy thirst
and be virtuous? How can we attain the True Knowledge? How can we
free ourselves from the rubble we are in?
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The first step, says Guru Nanak, is to abide by His Hukam (order).
The rest of the Japuji Sahib is in answer to these questions.
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hukmI hovin Awkwr
hukmu n kihAw jweI ]

hukmI hovin jIA
hukim imlY vifAweI ]

hukmI auqmu nIcu
hukim iliK duK suK pweIAih ]

ieknw hukmI bKsIs
ieik hukmI sdw BvweIAih ]

hukmY AMdir sBu ko
bwhir hukm n koie ]

nwnk hukmY jy buJY
q haumY khY n koie ]2]

In this stanza (Pauri), Guru Nanak narrates the importance of His Hukam (order).

With His order, (everything in this world) takes shape. Yet, His order
cannot be described or foretold. Again, only with His order, (everyone) is
born. With His order, one attains a good name. His order can turn the best
into the worst. His order decides our happiness or sorrow. Through his
order, he blesses someone and ordains another to roam around (in cycles
of birth and death). Everyone (and everything) is within (the powers of)
His order, and no one is beyond. Says Guru Nanak, those who understand
(the power of) His order lose their false pride.
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gwvY ko qwxu hovY iksY qwxu ]
gwvY ko dwiq jwxY nIswxu ]

gwvY ko gux vifAweIAw cwr ]
gwvY ko ividAw ivKmu vIcwru ]
gwvY ko swij kry qnu Kyh ]
gwvY ko jIA lY iPir dyh ]
gwvY ko jwpY idsY dUir ]

gwvY ko vyKY hwdrw hdUir ]
kQnw kQI n AwvY qoit ]

kiQ kiQ kQI kotI koit koit ]
dydw dy lYdy Qik pwih ]
jugw jugMqir KwhI Kwih ]
hukmI hukmu clwey rwhu ]
nwnk ivgsY vyprvwhu ]3]

This stanza highlights the importance of singing his True Name.

Some people sing His praise through parables. Other sing of His bounties,
knowing His presence. Still others sing of the virtues He has. Others, still,
sing of Him through the complex education and thoughts they have had.
Say some, He first creates, then unites one with ashes. Others counter, He
transfers life from one form to another.
Say some, He appears to be far away. Others counter by saying that He
can see us all.
So much is said about Him, that even if I go on, not everything can be
told. Crores of crores (a crore is equivalent to ten million) have been telling
about Him, and having told, have exhausted themselves.
However, only one thing is known for sure. That He has been giving us,
and is giving so much, that we have got tired of taking! We have been
eating what He has given us all, through the four ages. Yet, through His
order, he is driving the universe. Says Guru Nanak, He is still giving
away, without any fear of exhausting his supplies.
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swcw swihbu swcu nwie
BwiKAw Bwau Apwru ]
AwKih mMgih dyih dyih
dwiq kry dwqwru ]
Pyir ik AgY rKIAY
ijqu idsY drbwru ]
muhO ik bolxu bolIAY

ijqu suix Dry ipAwru ]
AMimRq vylw scu nwau
vifAweI vIcwru ]
krmI AwvY kpVw

ndrI moKu duAwru ]
nwnk eyvY jwxIAY

sBu Awpy sicAwru ]4]

In this stanza, the question previously asked, "How can we attain the True
Knowledge?" is answered.

Truth is the Lord, Truth is His Name. His language is one of great love.
He has been providing us with whatever we have asked for. Then, if he
has given everything we have, what do we have that we can offer Him so
that we can see His court? What can we utter, that will please Him, and
will make Him like us? Recite His True name and benevolence at dawn.
Through your actions, you can achieve either another birth, or see the
doors to Moksha (freedom from the cycle of birth and death). Says Guru
Nanak, this is how one can find out and attain True Knowledge.
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QwipAw n jwie kIqw n hoie ]
Awpy Awip inrMjnu soie ]

ijin syivAw iqin pwieAw mwnu ]
nwnk gwvIAY guxI inDwnu ]

gwvIAY suxIAY min rKIAY Bwau ]
duKu prhir suKu Gir lY jwie ]

gurmuiK nwdM gurmuiK vydM
gurmuiK rihAw smweI ]
guru eIsru guru gorKu brmw

guru pwrbqI mweI ]
jy hau jwxw AwKw nwhI
khxw kQnu n jweI ]
gurw iek dyih buJweI ]
sBnw jIAw kw ieku dwqw
so mY ivsir n jweI ]5]

He can neither be created nor has anyone created Him. He Himself has
created Himself, free from the effect of maya (materialistic needs). Those
who have served Him have been respected. Let us all sing the praise of
one who has all virtues. Singing and listening to His praise, and filling
our mind with love for Him, our sorrows will be relieved. Through the
Guru's (teacher) word, we come to know about Him, and through Guru's
help, we get to sing His praise. Through the Guru's word, we attain the
knowledge that He is all pervading. For me, the Guru is Shiva, Vishnu,
Brahma, Parvati and Lakhshmi (Gods and Goddesses). Even if I know Him,
I cannot describe him, for He cannot be told in words. Guru, grant that I
may never forget one who is the sole provider for all beings.

[This work is underway, please check back for updates.]


